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.|~ Legislation on HIV&AIDS \
Proposed bill awaits Law
Division's nod since 2005

FOZIA AZAM

ISLAMABAD-Anti-HIV&AIDS
efforts by the Ministry of Health
seem to be wasted since despite
lapse of more than two years the
first-ever legislation”HIV&AIDS
Prevention and Treatment Bill”
lays pending with the law divi-
sion for vetting process.

In 2005 National AIDS Control
Programme in consultation with
stakeholders took initiative and
prepared the draft bill aimed at
prevention of HIV spread among
general population, particular-
ly in vulnerable groups and for
providing care, support and
treatment of persons living with

“HIV and AIDS.

As per legal procedure after fi-
nalization of the draft it was sub-
mitted before law division for vet-

i ting process. Due to sheer negli-
| gence on part of both National
| AIDS Control Programme and

Health Ministry the file is rusting
as they have not paid any atten-
tion to get it back and move it
before Parliament for approval.
“We could not manage to pur-
sue the issue as we were waiting
for final approval of the PC-1 for
the next five years of National
AIDS Control Programme, as
it has to get final approval by
the Executive Committee of
National Economic Council with

- a cost Rs 9.9 billion” sajd an offi-

cial of the ministry.

" “Wehave planned to follow the
propped bill after getting final
nod of the awaited PC-1 and
would try to get it approved by
the parliament as soon as possi-

.ble” he continued.

A copy of the proposed bill
available with TheNation sug-
gests that there shall be no dis-
crimination against people suf-
fering from HIV and AIDS atany
level. As per rules set by the said

Bill no person will be discrimi-
nated on the basis of his or her
HIV status in relation to any ac-
tivity in private or public sectors.

One of the key objectives of the

- bill is to protect vulnerable pop-

ulations against stigma and;,gis—l
crimination on the basis of their
HIV status and te provide them
treatment facilities. The bill pro-
posed establishing of National
and Provincial AIDS commission :
and it holds federal government '
responsible for the implementa-
tion and enforcement of the bill.

The commission would be em-
powered to formulate and imple-
ment a National HIV and AIDS
Policy, which be reviewed, and
amended if necessary, every three
years after consultation. One of
the salient features of the bill is
making mandatory screening of
blood and blood-related prod-
ucts, including organs and tis-
sues for donation for HIV.




